
 

 

 GREAT BRITAIN NEWS 

Volume 13 No 4 

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION IN NEW YORK 

AUTUMN 2012 



   

 

 

From the Editor 

 My thanks to all those who responded to 

my `requests` for items from the Internation-

al Convention in New York.   They have 

provided a wealth of material for us all to 

enjoy.   Thanks also to everyone else who 

has provided items for this issue.   I have 

had to edit quite fiercely this time, and even 

omit some items completelyðmy apologies 

to those whose efforts do not appear, or 

have been abbreviated. 

The eight GB members who attended had a 

good time both at the Convention              

and being out and about in the Big Apple.  

New York Night featured a wealth of local 

talent (see page 7) following the brilliant 

speaker at the Opening Meeting. 

We shall, as always, need copy for the next 

Spring edition, so please send on any  

articles of interest, in particular anything you 

do in the broad educational field.   I will also 

try to include items which had to be omitted 

this time because of lack of space.  Items 

are particularly welcome from new  

members, who can add so much of interest 

to us all.    I particularly welcome any  

photographs you may have to offer.   Items 

in Word preferably, photos attached to an 

email.   Any copy or photos by 1 December 

please for the next edition, but do send 

items before that if they are ready 

(dbillam@hotmail.com) 

********************************************* 

Something else to look forward to!   

The European Regional Conference 

in 2013 will take place in Amsterdam 

from 7-10 August.   Do put this date 

in your diary! 

CONTENTS 

     Page 

State Presidentôs Letter      3 

New York Convention:   

Executive Board Meetings     5  

Opening  Meeting                          6    

New York Night                              7   

Second General Meeting               8 

Celebration of Life                         10 

European Breakfast                      11 

Ellis Island                                     11 

Medieval Unicorns                         13 

Fourth General Meeting                 14 

Visiting Ground Zero                      15 

Alpha Chapter Reports                  17 

Beta Chapter Reports                    19 

Canterbury Award                          20 

DKG Member takes 30 Gap 

Years!        20 

Gamma Chapter Reports      22 

To Eastbourne to see Pam Irons   23 

********************************************* 

 

The cover photograph, which shows 

the European members present at 

the International Convention, and 

those with an asterisk, are courtesy 

of Photo-graphs by Jim, Floresville, 

Texas.    They can be seen and pur-

chased online through 

 

www.photographsbyjim.org 
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   3 

Ed: photo shows Sheila at the Honor  
Reception with other State Presidents and 
Barbara Day)    
 
The summer has flown by - well we didn't have 

much in the way of summer to start with but what 

a lively one it has turned out to be. I think the  

Olympics has dominated everyone's lives, 

whether you are a sports fan or not and Britain 

seems to have placed itself back firmly on the world map as a result.  One other thing 

dominated my summer - going to New York for my first DKG International Convention. 

It was quite an experience with many memorable moments. I had no idea what it would 

feel like to be one of 2,200 conference attendees. Naturally, the majority of delegates 

were American and how warm and welcoming they all were, without exception. The 

Keynote Speakers were excellent, well truthfully, three out of the four were. One was 

not so great. The number and variety of workshops were superb. Dorothy's workshop 

on the 'Lady and the Unicorn' Tapestry was absolutely wonderful. She is so knowl-

edgeable about tapestries and her own work is truly outstanding.  

There were visits to enjoy though I didn't have as much time to visit as some. I had to  

attend Executive Board meetings, as did Evelyn who had accepted to be Chair of the  

Accreditation Committee which meant she was 'on duty' an enormous chunk of the 

time - but she did us proud announcing voting members present at the beginning of 

each General Session as well as the Exec Board meetings in her gentle but confident 

manner.   One visit I enjoyed along with Diana, Unity, Kate and Tony, was the evening 

dinner cruise. The Manhattan skyline, including the new twin towers, looked amazing, 

so beautifully  illuminated. The Statue of Liberty was dramatic as we hove to right next 

to it. However, the poor 'old' Empire State Building was lit up red, yellow and green and 

looked like a pizza take away- or a cheap Christmas decoration. Poor old thing! 

One of my most memorable moments was the flag-carrying ceremony. It's quite  

something, even for a big cynic like me, to carry the flag in front of 2,200 people to the 

music of 'Land of Hope and Glory`, but the biggest moment was when the black  

Banqueting Manager came over so excited and started telling me all about 'The Union 

Jack ' (I know, purists, that its real name is simply 'The Union Flag' but the man called 

it that). He was so excited and sang a song all about the British Empire. Turned out he 

was from Antigua, brought up as a good colonial to believe in Britain as a noble and 

good 'mother'. He is also a jazz singer and so came to the table that evening during the 

banquet and serenaded again. What an unexpected treat to have Britain so admired. 
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One of the most shocking things though was chatting with some teachers 

from Upstate New York and being told that the cutbacks and low education 

budget in their already very poor area means that class teachers buy every 

single text and reading book, paper, pencils, paint, exercise books etc for 

their classes. They said the families are so poor that if they didn't do it then 

the children would suffer. I was shocked. America is certainly a country of the 

haves and have nots. 

Lastly please put Saturday 23rd March, 2013 in your diaries. It is the date for 

our annual State Conference. This year it will be a day conference to be held 

at the rather beautiful River Conference Centre in Tonbridge, a very short 

walk from Tonbridge Station and with a large secure private car park. Alt-

hough it is not yet confirmed, I have applied to  Headquarters to request a 

highly recommended International Speaker. She is Canadian and will talk on 

Equality in Education, multicultural and ESL.  I hope all of you will manage to 

be present!      Best wishes for the new school year. 

Note:   GB Executive Board had agreed we should vote for Carolyn Pittman 

for First International Vice  President, and she was duly elected.  The new 

International President is Dr Beverly Helms. 

Diana Bell, Kate York, Unity Harvey 

and Sheila Roberts enjoy their cruise.   

The Manhattan skyline forms a dra-

matic backdrop. 

(photo by Tony York) 

 

 

 

 

 

Reminder!!     The GB State Conference for 2013 will be held 

at the River Conference Centre in Tonbridge on Saturday 23 

Marchðsee Sheila`s letter above. 



 5 

NEW YORK CONVENTIONðEXECUTIVE BOARD MEETINGS 

At International Conventions, the Administrative Board forms part of a larger 
body ï the Executive.  The layout of the room is reminiscent of a mini United 
Nations.  The Administrative Board members are seated at tables facing  
everyone else. State Presidents are seated at rows of tables to the left-hand 
side of the room, in alphabetical order of states.  On the right, a similar ar-
rangement seats all State Executive Secretaries in attendance, with a front row 
reserved for Past International Presidents.  Seating is available at the back of 
the room for any members wishing to observe.  This year, amongst others, 
seven of the prospective members from Japan were present.   Meetings begin 
with a report from the Credentials Committee about the number of members in 
each category present.  At the first session, the Rules of Order are read in full; 
microphone monitors, timekeepers and floor pages are introduced. 

The agendas for all sessions are printed in the programme book, so everyone 
has notification of the business to be conducted.  Much of the business is  
relatively routine, dealing with individual officers speaking briefly about their 
reports, which are printed in the conference programme for all to see.  The 
óhigh spotsô come when controversial new ideas or developments are dealt 
with and discussed!  This time, two issues aroused particular interest: 

¶ The report of the Ad Hoc Committee to Investigate Arts & Humanities 
Jury, and 

¶ The report of the Ad Hoc Committee for the study of Electronic  
Elections. 

Both matters were subsequently presented to Saturdayôs General Meeting for 

discussion and voting.  The first report led to speculation that Arts & Humani-

ties were being demoted from a place in The Bulletin.  In fact, the reverse is 

true ï an online ógalleryô, skilfully managed, will allow many more aspects of 

work produced by members to be óshowcasedô.  The rationale for discontinuing 

poetry is the difficulty presented by evaluating submissions.  The second report 

carried with it many implications.  The thought of possible cost caused consid-

erable  excitement, but the actual cost  per member  would be relatively small.  

Data available indicates that less than 10% of people entitled to participate in 

an electronic vote actually do so.  Those without internet access would need a 

postal vote.  Some argued that DKG already has a órepresentative democracyô,  

through the votes cast by state presidents on behalf of members.  However, as 

one ósavvyô member pointed out, a vote isnôt of much use if it is only to confirm 

(or not) the nominees óslatedô by the Nominations Committee!   This aspect   



 
might well lead to more choice being given by, for example, the Nominations 
Committee putting forward more than one person (if appropriate) for each  
position to be filled.  Such developments could have far-reaching consequenc-
es: would elections become much more like a presidential campaign; might 
possible revisions signal the end of any hope of European members becoming 
officers?  Further investigation and reporting will take place.  However, change 
is in the air - witness the contested vote for the election of the First Vice Presi-
dent. 

Kate York 

 

The International President, Jensi Souders, presided.  First the 

flags of the nations were presented, and we were welcomed to 

New York and the Convention.  The speaker was Tori Murden 

McClure, President of Spalding University in Louisville, KY.   She 

set the pace as she shared experiences and challenged the audi-

ence to Dare Mighty Things ̀ She was the first woman to row 

across the Atlantic Ocean, and documented her adventures in the 

book, `A Pearl in the Storm`.  At the age of 36, she rowed for 81 

days, a distance of 2,962 miles.  She was also the first woman 

and first American to ski to the geographic South Pole.  In her 

career she has served as a chaplain at Boston City Hospital, ex-

ecutive director of a shelter for homeless women and a public 

policy analyst for the Mayor of Louisville.  She also worked for the 

boxer and humanitarian, Muhhamad Ali.   

She used Shakespeare`s Seven Ages of Man to illustrate how throughout life some  

people can act like infants, schoolboys, etc., whereas what we should all do is progress 

through the stages.  She had a good repertoire of `one-liners`:  `the best thing about my 

faults is the joy they bring to others` as an example.   Or, in describing skiing to the 

South Pole, which took 9 hours a day for 7 days a week, `the impossible takes a little 

longer`.   She advised teachers to give students choices of landmarks they will follow, 

taking one step at a time to reach their goal.   She described both her great adventures 

as an attempt to close the gap between promise and performance.  She certainly came 

across as someone you could rely on in a crisis ï or to share a convivial night out! 

Diane Billam (Gamma Chapter) 

(Photo of Tori Murden McClure by Jim*) 
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OPENING  MEETING 



 

This gave us the opportunity to see some of the diverse talent found in New 

York. Karen Butters chaired the committee that put this excellent show together.   

We kicked off with Dandy Wellington and his Band who played later as well. I 

really enjoyed his Ainôt misbehaving, written by Duke Ellington in prison for not 

paying alimony ï this song paid for his release!  They were followed by the Na-

tive American Redhawk Dance Troupe who explained their belief in the drum 

being the earthôs heartbeat. They work with disaffected youngsters, and Lily, a 

student learning the traditional styles, demonstrated her graceful butterfly dance. 

Other dances performed included a grasshopper dance from South  

Dakota and a medicine dance from Hawaii about rain coming to earth to heal an 

ill girl. The Blackfoot traditional ólife-giversô dance for Clan Mothers was about 

the monthly cycle, apparently Dutch settlers realised from watching this dance 

that they were seeing women with power.   

When many tribes were pushed together into 

Oklahoma the dancers competed against each 

other in dances such as the war dance per-

formed for us. The troupe closed with an amaz-

ing spectacle of a Cree hoop dance ï it was 

wonderful and exciting. 

Geoff Packard and Celisse Henderson came on 

next, excellent singers who gave us songs such 

as Right Before My Eyes and a fabulous duet. 

Celine finished with her version of Barbra Strei-

sandôs Donôt Rain on My Parade.  A group 

called Soul Steps followed, they got us clapping, 

and in a lively performance showed their ósteppingô skills. They explained how 

these skills were used during slavery, and how steps, along with their ancestorsô 

African drums, were a form of communication.  Ending on a óhigh noteô the UN 

singers sang in their own languages. Dressed in their native costume they in-

spired us with songs from Japan, the Philippines and Venezuela, finishing with 

Sweet Georgia Brown and John Lennonôs Imagine.  

At the end we queued for our late-night snack boxes which included pretzels, 

delicious River Rat cheese and fortune cookieséVery New York! 

Diana Bell (Alpha Chapter) 

(Photo of the American Indian Dancer by Jim*) 
7 

NEW YORK NIGHTðALL SIDES OF THE BIG APPLE! 



 8 

SECOND GENERAL MEETING 

Dr Jensi Souders called us to order, introduced key members and held a roll 

call of States.  DKG collections in the coming biennium will support Early-

Career Educators.  The Educators Award was a book by Dr Donna Hicks enti-

tled, ñDignity: The Role It Plays in Resolving Conflict.ò  

Our Vision and Design Spotlight speaker was Ramu Damodaran.  His com-

mand and choice of words earned my greatest respect.  He works in the Unit-

ed  Nations Department of Public Informationôs Outreach Division and is Depu-

ty Director for Partnerships and Public Engagement.  He opened with admira-

tion for feminine energy and power potential but soon had us absorbed by the 

United Nations story, its history in striving for peace and the elimination of pov-

erty since the First World War.  He led us through the depression of the 1930s, 

the Second World War and the subsequent Cold War with the then U.S.S.R.  

He believed that the UN was instrumental in stopping a third world war.  After 

the fall of the Berlin Wall and the demise of the USSR began a process of de-

colonisation but governments became afraid of their own people; they were not 

immune from their own domestic situation and the wider world. 

After 1995, there was a shift in thinking.  Womenôs issues were no longer seen 

as a global political issue but linked to using women as a means to ends.  

Ramu Damodaran felt that inter-governmental mechanisms were not going to 

deliver and it was necessary to involve academic comment and civil society.  

The way forward was through people and groups working together in tandem 

with the UN.  We were told the struggle for civil rights and the struggle to main-

tain the  environment across cultures would take much will but that elected 

governments must be respected. In turn they should deliver policy and goods.  

He asked us to think what we are capable of if women and men around the 

world act and work together.  We had a right to be angry about lack of human 

rights and that every member of the UN should make a concerted decision.  

Governments must  function on an everyday level to take the poor out of pov-

erty and send every child to primary school.  We were asked to think what that 

means to the world at large.   

He said that education had a primary role to play. Knowledge gave people 

power as advocates, not only jobs and skills. People could realise political and 

social potential through the power of individuals to change the system, groups 

for change. 



He emphasised that giving should not always be linked to money and altruism, 

but to making a sustainable environment.  We should share experience but be-

ware pitfalls. In lighter manner he ended with a story.  

In 1929 a court decreed that a club for men only should admit women.  The men 

decided that they would make the women members but not tell them! 

After rapturous applause, The Second General Meeting ended with a song 

beautifully sung by Turid Dahlman from Norway. 

Unity Harvey (Alpha Chapter) 
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Ramu Damodoran at  the  

podium * 

This beautiful tapestry was a gift to the United 

Nations.   So far Great Britain has not made such 

a gift!                                            (Photo by Ed.) 

This notice in the United Nations Building 

in New York reaffirms the declaration of 

Human Rights.              (Photo by Ed) 



 

 
  The ceremony preceding the 4

th
 General Meeting on Saturday 

morning was well attended and appreciated by those present recalling with af-

fection the members who had given especial service to the Society. Of particular 

interest to our GB members were the eulogies to Jane Posten, (former Infor-

mation Services Administrator at HQ who prepared the DKG NEWS for many 

years) and a guest at our GB Conference in Bristol in 1996: Ruby Matthews, 

from South Carolina,  the international president  from 1992-4 who led the Socie-

ty with gentle grace, poise and humour during its peak membership of more than 

165,000 and 3,000 chapters: Elizabeth Garner from Alabama, Chair of the Nomi-

nations Committee in my first two years on the Committee and later Southeast 

Regional Director who kept us to task with excellent preparation and firm com-

mitment to the needs and requirements of the Society. 

 The Chair of the international Membership Committee, Hanna Fowler from 

Georgia elected as Southeast Regional Director in New York and an enthuse-

astic participant in London at our Regional Conference in 2007, introduced  

representatives who gave a short address and placed a white rose of  

remembrance for each region and individual named. As in previous years, the 

Convention Choir sang     `Wings of Peace` composed and conducted by Pat 

Taylor and an unusual, additional item was a moving hand bell ensemble from a 

group from neighbouring New Jersey. 

       

Mary Wardrop (Gamma Chapter) 

 

 

 

 

This photo shows the central table after all the white roses have been put in 

place.   It also shows that throughout the entire Convention, the Union Flag liter-

ally takes centre stage! 

(Photo by Ed.) 
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CELEBRATION OF LIFE 


